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Introduction 
 Montgomery County was established in 1816 and was named after Lemuel Montgomery, 

a U.S. Army officer who died at the battle of Horseshoe Bend. Montgomery County has grown 

exponentially since its founding and is currently home to many businesses and has a large 

population. Montgomery County is surrounded by the counties Elmore, Macon, Bullock, Pike, 

Crenshaw, Butler, Lowndes, and Autauga. Montgomery county is also home to the state capitol 

of Alabama, the city of Montgomery.  

 Montgomery County is home to many cultural sites, such as the Alabama Shakespeare 

Festival, Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, Montgomery Zoo, Rosa Parks Library and 

Museum, Civil Rights Memorial, and the Alabama State Capitol. These cultural sites draw 

visitors from all over the southeastern part of the United States bringing in revenue and 
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diversity. Montgomery County is home to many different people with many different cultural 

backgrounds. 

 
 Montgomery County is governed by a five-member county commission. The state capitol 

is also run inside of the city of Montgomery. The infrastructure inside Montgomery County 

consists of both interstate 85 and 65 and also includes the Montgomery Regional Airport and 

the shipping and rail hubs located near the Alabama River. 

 

 This report presents information about the major demographic and economic 

characteristics of Montgomery County. Data found in this report was pulled from the US Census 

Bureau, Social Explorer, Bureau of Economic Analysis, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. This 

report will combine all of the data in order to analyze the current state of the population inside 

Montgomery County. 
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Population Composition 
Educational Attainment 

 
   

The majority of Montgomery County has completed some college. A close second for 

educational attainment was received a high school education. In comparison to the State of 

Alabama which leads in receiving a high school education and in second, those who had 

completed some college. More people are going on to get a college education in Montgomery 

County than those who don’t. 
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 The dropout rate for the age cohort of 16-19 years is actually rather small for 

Montgomery County. More students are finishing their high school education than dropping out. 

We included the entire state of Alabama’s dropout rate for comparison. 
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 Finally we looked at enrollment for the entire population ages 3 and up. The graph can 

be easily misread because there is no cutoff limit in age so it includes people who have already 

graduated and gone into the workforce. Again, we used the state of Alabama for comparison 

purposes. 

Population Pyramids 
For the Montgomery County area, we can see the population increasing over the course 

of twenty years. Starting in 1990, we created a population pyramid consisting of both the male 

and female population and we categorized them by age. In order to compare the overall growth 

of Montgomery County, we also created population pyramids for the state of Alabama over the 

course of twenty years.  
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1990 
Montgomery County 

 

State of Alabama 

 

        The population pyramids are consistent with one another. Note the sudden decrease in 

growth in the 15-17 year old grouping. Some event may have occurred to create this drastic 

decrease in the population, specifically for this age group. It should also be noted that the age 

cohort 85+ is drastically smaller than the 75-84 age cohort. This is not completely abnormal, 

seeing as the elderly death rate does increase dramatically after the age of 85. 
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2000 
Montgomery County 

 

State of Alabama 

 

        Skipping ahead ten years, the population pyramids for both Montgomery County and the 

state of Alabama have grown a good bit. Although the shape of the population pyramids has 

stayed the same, the number of people has grown. The pattern where the 15-17 age cohort is 

drastically smaller still exists in both the county and the state. The drastic decrease in population 

in the 85+ age cohort is also still very visible in both the county and the state pyramids.  
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2010 
Montgomery County 

 

State of Alabama 

 

Finally we looked at the year 2010 and noticed that the shape of the pyramids still held a 

similar shape. Although there was a noticeable increase in the older age cohorts while there was 

a slight decrease in the middle aged cohorts. From ages 45 to 85, every cohort had an increase in 

some way. This increase can be attributed to the advancements in modern medicine and better 

health care. While ages 35-44 saw a small decrease in the Montgomery County area, but not the 
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state level. It should also be noted that the 0 to 17 age cohorts stayed relatively the same over the 

course of 10 years. 

        Overall, we can conclude that the population is steadily increasing over time due to 

advances in modern medicine and better health care. We can also see that there is some event 

occurring which causes the 15-17 age cohort to be abnormally smaller than the rest of the 

cohorts. 

Population Projection: Cohort Component 

The population projection for Montgomery County using the Cohort Component method 

identifies the variation in male and female populations for the county.  Divided into 18 five-year 

groups and one group of all persons 90 years and older, specific populations by year group 

indicate slow, but steady growth within the county at an average of 1,723 persons a year from 

2010 to 2020. The total population of Montgomery county in 2010 was 229,363 persons. This 

method projects the county's population to grow to 238,784 by 2015, then 246,594 by 2020. 

 

 
The cohorts demonstrate a larger female population in all age groups until the age group 

born between 1991 and 1995.  Since then, more males have been born than females which will 

eventually result in more equal gender distribution if this trend continues. 
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This analysis also indicates that the older populations of Montgomery County will live 

increasingly longer lives, also.  The total number of males 90 and above will nearly quadruple 

from 289 in 2010 to 1,356 by 2020.  The total number of females 90 and above will more than 

double from 834 to 2,827 during the same timeframe. 
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Race & Ethnicity 
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Dissimilarity Indices of Population 

According to the Dissimilarity Index (2010), 59% of the members of one group would 

have to move one way in order to achieve an even distribution. Therefore, either 20,912 blacks 

or 26,072 whites would have to move to achieve an even distribution. While there is not an even 

distribution of minority groups, the county does not have very homogeneous neighborhoods. 

The county has made significant progress since 2000 and 1990. In 2000 the index was at 68% 

and in 1990 75%. In 1990, to achieve an even distribution over 40,000 whites or 36,993 blacks 

would have to move.       -Table 2010 Indices 
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Isolation Indices of Population 
A measure of segregation, exposure is sensitive to  the overall number of minority group 

members. 

-Table Indices 2000 
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Interaction Indices of Population 

The exposure of minority group members to members of the majority group 

(e.g.  proportion of black residents in the average white person’s neighborhood). 

Table shows interaction for 

1990.            
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Housing 

In Montgomery County there is a linear relationship between the percentage of vacant 

units and the population density. The greater the population density in an area, the less vacant 

units are available. This makes intuitive sense as more developed areas attract a greater portion 

of the population. The scatterplot below shows that at the most populated areas with a little over 

6,000 residents the households that are available are little to none. Whereas at the other end of 

the spectrum where there are under 2,000 residents, there are over 20 available households. 
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Economic Composition 

Economic Base Analysis 
A Location Quotient calculation revealed the sectors of specialization in the county of 

Montgomery in 2010. For sectors such as Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting Mining, 

Utilities and Construction, their respective location quotients imply that the industry’s share of 

local employment is smaller than its share of the state’s employment. These sectors as well as 

Administrative and Support, Educational Services and Health Care and Social Assistance tend to 

be imported goods and services for the county. 
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These sectors have no basic activity which means that their activities support the 

functions of the basic sectors and no income is attracted from the outside. Therefore, the latter 

sectors add no new wealth to support urban growth.  

Sectors such as Transportation and Warehousing, Information and Finance and Insurance 

are self-sufficient industries that represent a portion of the basic activity in the county. The 

county specializes in Public administration and Administrative and Support and Waste 

Management and Remediation Services. The economic growth in the county can be attributed to 

the surplus of these services that are exported. Public Administration alone employs over 10,000 

people in the county. A calculation of the economic multiplier revealed that one additional basic 

sector job would increase the total urban economy by 6.77. 

Shift-Share Economic Base Analysis 

From the year 2000 until the year 2010, Montgomery County’s total employment grew 

from 95,811 jobs to 102,224; a net gain of 6,413 jobs. Shift-Share analysis with data gained from 

the Social Explorer website of the U.S. Census Bureau provides explanation.  
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The three sectors that recorded the most gain were production occupations; food services; 

and a combination of occupations involving management, businesses, and financial 

operations.  Of these, manufacturing displayed characteristics indicating that the county’s 

regional competitiveness in this industry is significant, adding 2,742 jobs as a result of this 

attribute.  This is in spite of the 1,379 lost jobs in this sector as a result of poor industrial mix that 

indicates potential closure of one or more firms. 

In contrast, there is a disturbing trend of poor regional competitiveness in Montgomery 

County.  More than half of the industries studied experienced job loss as a result of this.  In fact, 

of all jobs lost in Montgomery County from 2000 to 2015, 71% can be attributed to the county’s 

poor competitiveness against other counties in the region. 

Despite this, Montgomery County has benefitted from growth in all sectors at the state 

level.  5,822 jobs were created during the examined time period as a result of this growth.  It is 

the only attribute of the three to have caused the loss of no jobs over the ten-year period.  On 

average, 448 jobs were created per sector thanks to National (or State) Share. 
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Total jobs created during this time were 15,243.  This was deflated by total job losses of 

over half that number: 8,830. 
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Labor Force Analysis 

Employment Status 

 
 
 For Montgomery County, the majority of employment comes from civilian employment. 

The second largest portion of the population is considered not to be a part of the labor force. 

The third largest portion of the population is considered unemployed while the smallest portion 

is employed by the armed forces. 
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Employment Sector 

 
 
 For Montgomery County, the largest portion of their employed population 16 years and 

older are employed in the private sector. So a majority of the population would be working at 

retail stores, food places, private businesses, and things of the like. The second largest 

employment sector is the public sector. The remainder of employment sectors consist of self-

employed, non-profits, and unpaid family workers. 
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Unemployment statistics 
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Household Income & Level of Poverty 
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Conclusion 
 Montgomery County is an ever growing area that benefits from a large, diverse 

population. This report presented information about the major demographic and economic 

characteristics of Montgomery County in great detail. By analyzing areas such as educational 

attainment, race, ethnicity, housing, dissimilarity indices of population, employment status, 

household income, and more we can better understand how the county of Montgomery 

functions, grows, and contributes to society as a whole. 
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